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Charismatics and ecumenism:  a Major change
Indeed, the charismatic renewal is arguably the single most important factor in the new evangelization of Hispanics and in motivating new generations of them to serve in the church as lay ministers, deacons, priests and religious.

Father Allan Figueroa Deck S.J. sadly concluded “pastoral leaders in the church have simply refused to come to terms with it: (the charismatic renewal). 
Deck cited Gaston Espinosa:  “there are more charismatic Catholic Latinos than Pentecostal (Protestant) Latinos” and suggested that “this story is one of the most underreported trends in religion in the Americas.  Reports tend to dwell on the flight of Catholic Latinos to evangelicalism and Pentecostalism but ignore the dramatic flight of Latinos to charismatic Catholicism” (“Hispanic Ministry:  New Realities and Choices,” Origins 38, [Dec. 4, 2008, #26]:  405-11).
Father Thomas Rausch S.J. had written in 2007:  “Research indicates that there are actually more Latino Catholic Charismatics than Protestant Pentecostals in Latin America and in the U.S.”  (“To Embrace the other,” America, April 16, 2007, p. 14).

During our area meetings (see below), the 1994 statement “Evangelicals and Catholics Together for Mission” was publicized as the single most important ecumenical document since Vatican II’s Decree on Ecumenism.  The convergence of Catholic Charismatics and Protestant Evangelicals is changing the face of Christianity.  Hispanic evangelization is just one of the many ways in which charismatic Christianity is affecting the world.
Area Meetings, Feb. 3-March 18, 2009:  Are Oblates Liberal?
The editor was asked by Most Rev. Louis Lougen, OMI, provincial of the Oblate USA Province, to address each of our six geographical area meetings on the topic of Missionary Ecumenism.  The 190 participants were surveyed to see which of the five current spiritualities they favored, found repugnant, or sympathized with (a kind of Myers-Briggs of ecumenism).  They were asked to select only one in each question.  As expected, a majority in each area selected catholic or Vatican II/Reformed either as their major, or sympathetic one.
However, a surprising number (76) selected Christian liberalism as either their major, or sympathetic spirituality.  Since the Vatican report on USA seminaries was being publicized at the same time, with its unusually blunt complaints about seminaries led by religious orders (“Report on Vatican Visitation,” Origins 38 [Jan. 29, 2009, #33]:  520-29), the editor carefully analyzed the questionnaires.  Most religious orders were started to confront new issues which Church administration had previously been unable to address.  The essence of liberalism is the belief that people can change for the better and that new ways can be found to improve their lives.  Since many Oblates are involved in trying to address the challenge of immigrants, not only Hispanic but Korean, Haitian, Philippino, etc., it should come as no surprise that these Oblates either choose Christian liberalism as their major spirituality, or are sympathetic to it.
In a future issue of MUD, the editor hopes to address the fact that 18 Oblates chose Christian fundamentalism as the spirituality they are sympathetic to.
Mission with Secularity

From May 27-31, 2008, 24 Catholic leaders interested in the challenge of secularity (including the editor) met at the Pat Guidon Center, Oblate School of Theology, San Antonio, TX.  One of the main purposes was to help the team of Brother Paul Daly OMI, Brother Pat McGee OMI and Father John Ettensohn OMI present their plans for their community in Indianapolis, IN, and receive feedback, as they work with secularity.
Participants discovered that ecumenism and interreligious dialogue need to be included in any discussion of secularity.  And fundamentalism kept rearing its not altogether lovable head.  See “Missionary Ecumenism and the May 27-30 Forum on Secularity,” www.stcasimirchurch.org, click “Five Ways.”  Father Ron Rolheiser OMI, who participated in the meeting, certainly included ecumenism in his book Secularity and the Gospel (NY:  Crossroad, 2006), which served as background reading for the meeting.  See also MUD #4, December 2006, p. 2, for previous Oblate meetings on secularity.  
The Indianiapolis team has published two newsletters (Oct. 2008; Spring 2009), available on the national Oblate website www.omiusa.org, click “Mission with Secularity,” or www.missionwithsecularity.org.

Exciting Ecumenical News

Barbara J. Elliott’s Street Saints, Renewing America’s Cities (Philadelphia, PA:  Templeton Foundation, 2004) is a fascinating story of Christian (and a few interreligious) groups working with governmental and business sectors, to transform not only our cities, but our suburbs as well.  Available from Amazon.com in both paperback and hardcover.  Faith based action at its best!  
Exciting Interreligious News

In 2007, the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference published a 44 page booklet Fruitful Encounter:  Catholic Guidelines and Theological Basis for Dialogue and Cooperation with Other Religious Traditions.  Fr. Garth Michelson OMI has been a member of SACBC’s Dept. for Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue for many years, and his hand is discernible in the document.  It is a dynamite statement; one may pull up the SACBC’s website, and print it off.
1972 Missionary Outlook Updated

In his presentations on Oblate history to our pre-novices, Fr. Ron LaFramboise OMI has stressed the impact of the 1972 General Chapter statement Missionary Outlook.  The editor revisited the sections on interreligious dialogue and ecumenism:
Especially in areas where the great non-Christian religious are a living reality our evangelization should include a common search for Truth in dialogue, and the common discovery of the seeds of the Gospel hidden in these religions (16d)…
We will habitually examine what other Christians are doing in our area before initiating new projects or programs; we will do everything with them which faith does not oblige us to do separately.  To accomplish this more effectively we will make ourselves aware of the characteristics of these Churches, their particular problems and ways of thinking.  In this way we will attempt to heal old divisions and present a unified witness to the non-Christian world (16e).
When Paul VI visited India he declared that his journey was a “missionary” journey, and hackles were raised.  When John Paul II visited India, he said he came on “pilgrimage.”   Fr. Lucien Legrand calls this change “a new awareness of a mission in the image of Jesus’ own mission:  a humble, serving mission, which consisted not only in speaking, but in listening, as well” (Unity and Plurality:  Mission in the Bible [Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis, 1990], p. xiv).
The Southern African Bishops statement above underlines and emphasizes this pilgrimage approach, with its important consequences for theology, spirituality, etc.
June 2-6, 2010:  Prayers Requested
The World Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh, Scotland in early June, 1910 was a crucial time for the linking of Mission and Ecumenism.  Preparations are well underway for the 100th anniversary, to be held in Edinburgh June 2-6, 2010:  www.edinburgh2010.org.  Prayers are requested for this anniversary to be a new Pentecost, reinforcing the bond of missionary activity and ecumenical work.
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