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Importance of Barbara elliott’s street saints
By Artie McDonough, former member, Eastern American Province, Alinsky organizer, worker at Vive Refugee Center, Buffalo, NY.  
Barbara Elliott has written a valuable compendium of faith-based action being practiced across the USA today.  She introduces the people, programs and strategies of amazing people she rightly labels as saints from the streets, in the streets and for the streets.  Based on her twenty plus years of work with hundreds of organizations and the interviews she has conducted, she has distilled a broad scope of real action being performed in faith-based America today.  Street Saints (Philadelphia, PA: Templeton Foundation Press, 2004).  Editor’s note:  the episode from Houston, TX described by Sr. Kathy Foster on pp. 58-59 is worth the price of the book (hardcover, $24.95; paperback $13.00), 
Boston, MA,  St. Paul, MN, Albuquerque, NM, and Edinburgh, Scotland, June-Nov, 2010
Faculty and students from seminaries all over North America will be gathering in the Boston area Nov, 4-9 to celebrate the centennial of a gathering held there in 1910 to share the results of the original World Missionary Conference of June, 1910.  Dr. Dana Robert, whose brilliant opening presentation at the June 2 beginning of the Scotland centennial captured the hearts and minds of participants, will begin the November meeting with a presentation “Debriefing Edinburgh 2010.”  Efforts are underway to see that our two North American seminaries (San Antonio, TX and Ottawa, Canada) are well represented.  Please work and pray for the success of these efforts, and for the meeting itself.  Search the Internet for Boston 2010 to see its development.  

St. Paul, MN, June 17-19
The archdiocesan seminary, St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity, St. Thomas University, St. Paul, MN hosted a three day conference to commemorate the centenary of Edinburgh “A Century of Ecumenism:  what has been achieved?  What are the next steps forward?”  Thirteen international dialogues were presented, beginning with the Lutheran-RC one.  Both presenters were deeply experienced in the both faiths they were examining.  Two ecumenical prayer services inspired the conference.  The editor was able to attend the entire conference, and meet with many of the missionary ecumenists who have been so supportive of his work over the past 50 years. 
Albuquerque, NM, Oct. 28-31
The US Catholic Mission Association will hold its special five year Mission Congress on the theme “God’s Mission, Many Faces:  A Portrait of US Catholics in Mission.”  In a mailing on Dec. 16, 2009, USCMA noted that it “comes at a time when the World Missionary Conference is celebrating its 100th anniversary.”  Note the strong ecumenical dimension.  US Oblates have had a close relationship with the association ever since Benny Baillargeon, OMI was instrumental in its founding.
Edinburgh, Scotland, June 2-6, 2010
Dr. Dana Robert’s opening presentation magnificently joined together evangelism, ecumenism and liturgy.  The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity’s representative, Bishop Brian Farrell, gave a shorter but very inspiring presentation June 2 also:  “Mission in the Catholic Perspective.”  Both papers may be obtained by typing in “Edinburgh 2010” on your search engine, clicking on “Events,” “Resources,” and “papers.”

Oblate Fundamentalists?
In the last issue (August, 2009), the editor described the survey of Oblates conducted during the Feb.-March 2009 area meetings.  Seventy-six of the 190 participants selected liberal Christianity as their major, or their sympathetic model.  No Oblate selected fundamentalist Christianity as their major model, but 18 did select it as their sympathetic model.  In addition to interesting supper dialogues in our communities, this means strength for evangelization.  There are fundamentalist Catholics, especially those insisting on the Tridentine Mass.  There are fundamentalist Protestants, whose help we sometimes need in passing legislation for social justice, or in combating tragedies such as hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.  These 18 Oblates can be pushed forward to deal with fundamentalists on such occasions.
Website for Mission-Unity-Dialogue and Retreats
Thanks to Lou Studer, OMI, director of Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN, the editor was able to give a retreat on the “Five Ways of Spirituality Today,” to Catholic and Protestant participants January 15-17, 2010.  Thanks to Joe Ferraioli, OMI, pastor of St. Casimir’s Church, the editor was able to adapt the weekend retreat to a three night parish retreat, March 11, 18 and 25.  Evaluations by participants were overwhelmingly positive.
The editor is available to give this retreat in parishes and retreat centers in order that participants develop both a stronger identity in their own faith, and a greater desire to work with other Christians.  A website has been set up with the encouragement of the Oblate USA leadership to promote Mission, Unity (Ecumenism) and Dialogue, and further these retreats:  www.harrywinter.org 
Manhattan and Westminster Declarations
Cardinal Francis George, OMI will be signing the “Manhattan Declaration” as soon as his term of office as president of the US Catholic Bishops Conference ends in November, 2010.  Cardinal George played a major role in the original 1994 document in this Series, “Evangelicals and Catholics Together for Mission.”  His careful explanation in “Mission-Unity,” Oct., 1994, #30 is available on request.
On April 4, 2010, a group of British Christians signed the “Westminster Declaration” challenging British politicians to make room for Christianity in the public square.  Both declarations are available on the Internet.  The Manhattan Declaration is posted in 13 languages besides English.
Positive Secularism

A recent document prepared by the Vatican for the October 2010 meeting of the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Middle East speaks of “positive secularism.”  This would “eliminate the theocratic character of government, . . . fostering the promotion of a sound democracy, positively secular in nature, which fully acknowledges the role of religion, also in public life, while completely respecting the distinction between the religious and civil orders.”
Oblates, in our missionary task, also confront negative secularism, which tolerates religion at most as a backward, purely private dimension of life, and seeks to eliminate it from the public square.  See our national website www.omiusa.org for our “Mission with Secularity Team” in Indianapolis, IN and its link with Fr. George McLean, OMI’s “Faith in a Secular Age” meeting, Nov. 19, 2009.

Global Christian Forum

In the late 1990's, the World Council of Churches realized that many Evangelical and Pentecostal Churches were unable to work with it.  Although the Roman Catholic Church is a member of the very important Faith and Order Commission of the WCC, our sheer size makes it difficult for us to become a full member.  So an effort was made to form an organization where these Churches could work together for Mission.  The result is the Global Christian Forum, and during our meeting at the St. Paul major seminary, Dr. Cecil Robeck, an Assembly of God minister who still serves at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA, gave a very upbeat account of this group's development.  See its website www.globalchristianforum.org/.
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