The Manhattan Declaration, an Oblate Connection
     For most Oblates of a certain age, "Manhattan" means either the island borough in N.Y. City, or the "project" which developped the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.  But on Nov. 20, 2009, an ecumenical group  released a statement pledging their commitment to defend human life, traditional marriage, and the rights of conscience.

 

     The "Manhattan Declaration" is actually the eighth statement produced by an ever growing group of Christians in which Roman Catholics and evangelical Protestants are the majority.  It is easily the most widely publicized and widely endorsed of the eight.

 

     The first, "Evangelicals and Catholics Together for Mission" was released in May, 1994  The original 15 "participants" included Fr. Avery Dulles SJ (who died a cardinal), Bishop Francis George OMI, Diocese of Yakima, Washington (now Cardinal George, Archdiocese of Chicago, IL), and Archbishop Francis Stafford, Denver, CO (now Cardinal Stafford, Vatican City).  The statement was signed by 25 more Christian leaders before it was released.

 

    The current statement has been endorsed by over 453,147 as of June 1st 2010.  Among the original endorsers is the Anglican Primate of Nigeria, Most Rev. Peter J. Akinola, 11 women (only l woman was among the 1994 group), and a remarkable number of evangelical seminary professors. Nine Catholic bishops signed (later expanded to seventeen) including Archbishop John Nienstedt, Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, who had it published in his Catholic newspaper, Dec. 31. 2009.  The entire text of 4,700 words is available on the internet. Translations into Spanish, and 13 other major languages are posted
 

    Liberal and fundamentalist Christian groups are dismayed by the statement.  It represents a broad consensus by the three middle groups of Christians (catholic, evangelical/charismatic and reformed/Vatican II) to confront the more extreme fundamentalist and liberal positions on the role of faith in modern society.

 

    Trumpeting the fact that "through the centuries, Christianity has taught that civil disobedience is not only permitted, but sometimes required," the endorsers recall Martin Luther King's "Letter from a Birmingham Jail," and conclude:

 

       Because we honor justice and the common good, we will not comply with any edict that pur-

     ports to compel our institutions to participate in abortions, embryo-destructive research, assisted 

    suicide and euthanasia, or any other anti-life act; nor will we bend to any rule purporting

     to force us to bless immoral sexual partnerships, treat them as marriages or the equivalent, 

     or refrain from proclaiming the truth, as we know it, about morality and immorality and mar-

     riage and the family.  We will fully and ungrudgingly render to Caesar what is Caesar's.  But 

     under no circumstances will we render to Caesar's what is God's.

As the group who wrote the declaration was being formed, Cardinal George was asked to participate.  He explained in the Chicago Catholic newspaper Catholic New World (Dec. 20, 2009):

         I could not do so, not only because of time constraints but also because, as president of the           U.S Conference of Catholic Bishops, I cannot sign statements or give endorsements that might 
   seem to engage the bishops' conference itself.  The bishops who head up important committees of   the USCCB, however, are able to sign and have done so.  I intend to do so in a year, when my term as president concludes.

Just before the critical British National Election, a group of Christians in England published the Westminster Declaration which requests political candidates to pledge to respect Christian beliefs.  Both declarations have their own websites and a way of endorsing.  WWW.ManhattanDeclaration.org  WWW.WestminsterDeclaration.org
