Surge in Muslim and Chinese Conversions,

Kamila Valenta, a Czech born professor at the U. of North Carolina, Charlotte, and Belmont (Benedictine)
Abbey, North Carolina has documented the unprecedented surge in conversions of moderate Muslims,
when they move into Western Europe and other non-Muslim majority regions. They are joining most
Christian religions by the hundreds of thousands.

The USA national Jesuit review America printed her article "To Relinquish Power and Embrace the
Powerless," in the August issue, pp. 30-35. "According to the Guardian, the archbishop of Vienna
received over 300 requests for adult baptism in the year 2016, three quarters of whom were Muslim
refugees. Protestant churches in Hamburg and Berlin had so many former Muslims seeking baptism that
they reserved municipal swimming pools to celebrate the sacrament" she writes on p. 34.

Regarding the large number of Chinese working in foreign countries, and either converting there or
when they return back to China, she states "it is predicted that by 2030, China will be the largest
Christian country in the world, surpassing Brazil and the United States" (p. 33).

Many experts in evangelization expect revivals of religion about every century, but beginning where no
one looks for it. Father Timothy Radcliffe, O.P., Master General of the Dominican Order from 1992-2001,
made this clear when he was a speaker at our USA Oblate Convocation.

In this regard, Dr. Valenta writes: "In Western societies there is hope that revival may come from the
least powerful, especially the immigrants and refugees who often end up on our shores untouched by
the waters of baptism. The newly found faith of those who convert and their powerful testimonies may
inspire those who have taken their religion for granted" (p.35).

Dr. Bob Brenneman, professor at two Assembly of God universities in the Twin Cities, MN area, is a
leader in approaching Muslims. He has observed that when a significant number of Muslims join a
church there, they want to bring some of their culture: food, clothing, heritage, etc. These churches
become centers for the meeting of Islam and Christianity. More about Dr. Brenneman can be found on
the Mission-Unity-Dialogue website (www.harrywinter.org), Dialogue/Islam page, "Witnessing to
Muslims."

Can we do two almost contradictory things at once? Witness gently but firmly to Muslims and Chinese,
avoiding any proselytism? And deepen our appreciation for those God-given parts of Islam and Chinese
religion/culture that promote peace and justice in our world?

The Holy Spirit is ready to help.



